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Prize in Science to Asia.
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In the third decade of the 20th Century, the Physics Department of the
University College of Science flourished under Palit Professor C.V.
Raman and the laboratory of the Indian Association for the Cultivation
of Science became the crucible for breakthrough experiments in light
scattering. What started off as a chance discovery of feeble secondary
radiation in the light scattered by some liquids, was soon recognized as
“modified scattering” due to a quantum effect.

On February 28, 1928, Raman went public with his discovery of the “new
kind of secondary radiation” This phenomenon of scattering quickly
acquired the name Raman Effect. Two years later, on December 10, 1930,
Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for the discovery of the
effect that bore his name. “The Raman effect has opened new routes to
our knowledge of the structure of matter and has already given most
important results” read the citation of the award.
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